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Two tons of trash pulled 
from local waterways

By Don Coble
The Oakleaf

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – Rianna 
White emerged from the thicket 
under the bridge at U.S. 17 at Black 
Creek with a white 13-gallon bag 
filled with garbage Saturday morn-
ing. Moments later, the 16-year-old 
student from Middleburg High had a 
new empty bag and she disappeared 
back into the overgrowth to collect 
another load.

White was one of 263 who volun-
teered to pick up trash and debris at 
three different locations along the St. 
Johns River and its tributaries in Clay 
County.

“It’s not clean,” she said. “It’s sad.”
The St. Johns River Celebration 

is held annually. Volunteers met at 
the Knight’s Boat Ramp at the Black 
Creek bridge, Whitey’s Fish Camp 
on Fleming Island and at the Main 
Street Boat Ramp in Middleburg and 
collected more than 4,720 pounds of 
garbage from the waterways before 
noon, Clay County Coordinator Tania 
Jolley said.

“It was a major success, a huge 
success,” Jolley said. “You couldn’t 
have asked for more. There are so 
many other things they could have 
been doing, but instead they were 
out there helping. This wouldn’t be 
possible without our volunteers.”

This year’s Celebration competed 
locally with Spring Break, The 

PHOTO BY DON COBLE

Lisa Grayer, left, and Rianna White were two of 263 volunteers at the St. Johns River 
Celebration last Saturday. More than 4,720 pounds of trash was cleared from local rivers and 
creeks.

A reason 
to celebrate

SEE CELEBRATE, 8

Baptist Health 
to expand 
emergency care 

Baptist Health plans to build a new 20-bed 
freestanding emergency center in Oakleaf. The 
facility will be open by early 2020.

OAKLEAF – During an emergency, 
having high-quality, expert health 
care in an accessible location is 
critical. That’s why Baptist Health is 
bringing specialized adult and pedi-
atric emergency care to the Northern 
Clay County/West Jacksonville region 
with a new 20-bed freestanding 
emergency center.

The $23-million facility will be in 
Oakleaf Town Center at the cor-
ner of Argyle Forest Boulevard and 
Merchants Way. Located adjacent to 
the new First Coast Expressway, the 
state-of-the-art emergency center 
is designed to conveniently serve 

SEE BAPTIST, 7
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Superintendent, police chief answer your questions
The Clay County School Board 

recently created its own police to 
protect each of the county’s 43 public 
and charter schools. Clay Today staff 
writer Wesley LeBlanc asked your 
questions to Superintendent Addison 
Davis and newly-appointed Police 
Chief Kenneth Wager Tuesday to talk 
about the decision and what’s ahead 
for the district.

Why is this happening?
Davis: Around December, the 

school board started asking questions 
and posing questions to me as super-
intendent of schools to ask me how 
the millage money will be used to 
implement safety and security within 
our schools. I was explicitly asked to 
go build models for implementation 
related to school hardening, related 
to resource officers and related to 
implementation of the Guardian pro-
gram, as well as the implementation 
of local law enforcement agencies in 
a blended model. I was also asked 
to build a model for a school police 
force which is currently done in 15 
other school districts in Florida with 
another 10 in the process.

Wagner: From my perspective, 
Addison Davis didn’t sit on the side-
lines and develop these models in 
isolation. Every model was explicitly 
asked for by the school board. So, 
when I had all of this in January, I 
took this to a school board workshop 
to allow the board to ask questions 
and give me directions. And from 
there, there were two options. And, as 
you know...the board landed on the 
plan to develop a police department 
and that’s where we’re at now. 

Will school crimes be 
reported publicly? 

School Board Police Department 
Chief of Police Kenneth Wagner: 
Absolutely. Each case will be investi-
gated and reported just like any other 
case at any other agency would be. If 
the case is still active, it’s not going 
to be revealed as it’s exempt un-
der Chapter 119, but when the case 
comes to conclusion, then of course, 
it’s public record and people can 
make public records requests. When 
our software and department is up 
and running, the reporting we do will 
be identical to that of [CCSO]. 

What are the policing power 
jurisdictions?

Wagner: I want to note that we 
will be following the same law en-
forcement law as any other agency. 

Specifically, I want to note Chapter 
10006.12 2[Bravo]. Bravo is the sub-
section and it specifically talks about 
[school officers] and their power. 
They have the power to arrest, power 
to carry firearms, power to investi-
gate crime whether on or off cam-
pus. We’re also going to be working 
collaboratively with [CCSO] and the 
other municipalities.

What kind of collaboration with 
CCSO and other municipalities 
will there be? 

Davis: [CCSO] does a beautiful job, 
as does the Orange Park Police De-
partment and the Green Cove Springs 
Police Department, and as we move 
forward, we will make certain that we 
continue the great professional rela-
tionships we have with all of these 
entities because we’re all going to 
need to lock arms to not only protect 

our schools, but protect our students 
and our faculty. These working rela-
tionships are tremendously important 
for this community.

Will there be an internal affairs 
office to handle complaints 
against the police, if there 
happen to be any?

Davis: Absolutely. One of the key 
factors in hiring Chief Wagner was 
his ability to not only drive and work 
through the SRO program [at CCSO], 
in which he has lead that work for 
the past seven or eight years, but he 
has a path of leading the work for 
[CCSO’s] internal affairs. So he truly 
understands those dynamics, the se-
riousness of it and the importance of 
accountability. 

Wagner: Yeah, so just to reiterate 
on that, I did internal affairs from 
2003 to 2008 under two administra-
tions, Sheriff Lancaster and Sheriff 
Beseler, but this department will be 
much smaller than those. So, with 
a smaller department, you have to 
rely heavily on command staff. Minor 
complains could be looked at by a 
supervisor while more serious of-
fenses are taken into the hands of our 
detective or lieutenants. At that point, 
an investigation would be held and 
that’s where accountability and disci-
pline could come into play. 

As Chief, these investigations, all 
of this really, would be under my 
watch and I have to make sure that 
all things are done under Chapter 
112 which is the police officer bill of 
rights. And you know, internal affairs 

Chief of Police Kenneth Wagner, Superintendent Addison Davis, Former Sheriff Rick 
Beseler, who will be a special advisor to Wagner.

SEE QUESTION, 3
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fluid accumulation in the abdomen. Purchase your preventative from your local 
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isn’t just offenses and complaints — 
it can be compliments too

How will the school board 
police department function? 

Davis: It will look no different 
than any other police department. 
Like [CCSO], like [OPPD], like [GC-
SPD], our officers will have all of the 
necessary equipment and resources 
in order to fulfill their job in the 
most efficient manner within Clay 
County district schools. 

Wagner: In terms of equipment, 
of course they will have firearms, 
vehicles, badges, handcuffs, ballistic 
vests and everything else. They will 
exist and function exactly the same 
way CCSO SROs did. 

Will this school board police 
department use up all funds 
raised by the recent millage 
increase?

Davis: I’m thankful for our com-
munity in believing and understand-
ing the need to continue to expand 
safety security within schools and 
with this millage increase, we’ll have 
about [$12 million] that the school 
district will use in order to address 
safety and security. With that being 

Question
from page 2

said, this department will not use up 
all of those funds. 

These funds will be used not only 
to pay for this police department, but 
for school hardening as well. We’ll be 
targeting single-point entries, perim-
eter fencing, expansive surveillance 
within our schools and more. We’re 
looking at adding bulletproof resis-
tance to things like doors and win-
dows, and things beyond that as well. 

We also have opportunities to 
expand this money from a four-year 
implementation into funds that can 
last five to seven years so that in four 
years, after this millage, we don’t 
necessarily have to immediately go 
back to the taxpayers to ask for more 
money.

Will the public be able to see 
how much money is spent on 
this police department? 

Davis: Yes, our budget, which is 
where all costs associated with the 
police department and school hard-
ening — everything is in there — will 
be transparent and annually [written 
up] each year. The public will be able 
to see all of this. They’ll see what 
we spend on equipment, software, 
collaborations, units, training and 
everything else. 

My team and Chief Wagner will 
make sure that we use the money 
in an effective and efficient manner 

every single year and that will be 
visible to our public so they can see 
how we’re using our funding in order 
to make certain that safety is always 
the top priority. 

What will these officers be doing 
during school holidays?

Davis: I’ll let Chief Wagner give 
you the details on that, but our work 
doesn’t stop. When school is out for 
the summer, or for winter break, or 
any time really, we will have resource 
officers circulating in and around our 
school protecting it. 

Wagner: During the course of the 
school year when school is in ses-
sion, our officers are not going to be 
able to take leave. The time for them 
to utilize leave is during the times 
when school is out, but even during 
those moments, our schools will be 
protected. 

I think the biggest thing for us 
about summer is that it is a great time 
for us to provide extensive training 
to our resource officers, because you 
know, once they’re hired, their train-
ing doesn’t stop. During the summer, 
we can transition to de-escalation 
training, youth mental health train-
ing and a number of other types of 
trainings. There will be extensive and 
heavy training during these breaks. 

Some people have said that the 
school board will use this police 
department to kick out people they 
disagree with during meetings. Is that 
the case? 

Wagner: At the end of the day, law 
enforcement officers, whether their 
uniform is tan, green, blue or some 
other color, are sworn to uphold 
the constitution and at these public 
meetings, people have the right to 
speak and attend and that’s protect-
ed. Our job is not to be there to kick 
people out of meetings. We’re there 
to ensure things don’t escalate to any 
type of danger. Our primary function 
during those meetings is to protect 
everyone in the room. 

Davis: I’ve been in education for 
20 years and have never seen some-
one tossed out. All we want is that 
every single person involved with 
these meetings presents themselves 
in professional manner and if we can 
achieve that, there will never be any 
problems, and we have never had 
problems like that and I believe that 
will continue to be the case. 

Will this police department have 
units like an investigative team, 
etc.?

Wagner: My plan is to have one 
truly dedicated investigator and that’s 

SEE QUESTION, 4
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exactly what [CCSO] has right now. 
My plan also includes hiring officers 
with a minimum of two years of 
law enforcement experience. So, I’m 
looking for highly-seasoned officers 
with investigative backgrounds so 
that while yes, our sole investigator 
leads those operations, we have all 
of these offices with investigative 
backgrounds to assist with all of that. 

We will also have relief officers 
for situations where someone must 
be arrested or transported off of a 
school campus. During those peri-
ods, the arresting officer might take 
the person they’ve arrested to their 
car at which point, they’ll transfer 

Question
from page 3

them to the appropriate jail. But, 
before that happens, a relief officer 
will come and assume the duties of 
the arresting officers. At no point 
will there ever be a lapse in police 
coverage at our schools. 

We’ll have an investigator, detec-
tives, relief officers, officers and 
more. Our bases are covered.

How much training will these 
officers have?

Wagner: We touched on this 
already but there’s going to be a 
significant amount of training and 
it’s not ever just going to be one-time 
training. It’s going to be continu-
ous professional improvement that 
each officer will undergo. They’ll be 
trained and certified just as any other 
police officer would be. They’ll go 

through the same law enforcement 
academy as other officers do. They’ll 
train in defensive tactics, mental 
health, firearms, general instructor 
and even cyber safety. 

Our officers will at least be as 
trained as any other officer out there 
such as those at CCSO. My belief, 
though, is that we’re going to have 
even more training occur because 
I’m going to focus in on that. We are 
specialized and dealing directly with 
schools, so we will take advantage 
of every opportunity, like summer 
break, to train and train some more. 

What power will these officers 
have?

Wagner: Our officers will be iden-
tical to every other officer out there. 
They will have the power to arrest, 
the power to give out citations and 
so on. At the end of the day, these of-
ficers are the same as those at CCSO 
or anywhere else. They’re just in a 
different uniform.

What are the benefits of having 
a dedicated police force?

Davis: We have to be reminded 
that when I came in as Superinten-
dent, [CCSO] was only in our high 
schools. When I came on board, I 
saw the need to expand the role to 

place [CCSO] in more of our schools, 
especially in our secondary schools. 

In those times, if something hap-
pened in the community and those 
SROs were the first and closest offi-
cers available, they would have to act 
as the first responders and transition 
from the school to the scene. The 
beauty of this police department, to 
me, is that we will have an officer 
committed to our schools 100 percent 
of the time. When school opens to 
when school closes, the students and 
faculty will be protected. 

So, a lot of parents have said 
they’d be behind this school 
board if they were guaranteed 
more information. Some of 
their questions are as follows. 
Will their kids be safe? Will they 
be able to see the budget? Will 
there be healthy, working rela-
tionships with other 
agencies like CCSO and
municipality departments?

Davis: The answer to all of those 
is absolutely, yes. I sympathize and 
empathize with our parents and com-
munity members, you know. I can 
openly say that yes, this was pushed 
at an expedited pace, but I think it 

SEE QUESTION, 6
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Frank M Meininger, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
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Jacksonville, FL 32244
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Member SIPCMAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 

FINANCIAL FOCUS: 
Put Together a Professional Team 

to Help You Reach Your Goals

It’s been 107 years this month since 
the tragedy of the Titanic. Commercial 
shipping lines learned much from this 
disaster – and investors can take away 
some lessons, too.
First, be willing to listen. Other ships 
telegraphed the Titanic about nearby 
icebergs, but the crew ignored these 
warnings. As an investor, you can 
benefit from advice from a financial 
professional – someone who can steer 
you away from dangerous investment 
moves.
Also, be prepared. With a shortage 
of lifeboats, the Titanic wasn’t ready 
for the accident. But you can prepare 
yourself for life’s tough spots by build-
ing an emergency fund containing six 
to 12 months’ worth of living expenses.
One more lesson from the Titanic: Give 
yourself time to reach your destination. 

The Titanic’s captain wanted to break 
speed records – with tragic results. As 
an investor, you could also run into 
problems if you rush toward a goal. For 
example, if you didn’t save for retire-
ment until you reached 55, you might 
have to invest more heavily, and more 
aggressively, than you’d prefer.
Consider the Titanic’s lessons – they 
might help you sail more smoothly 
toward your important financial objec-
tives.
This article was written by Edward 
Jones for use by your local Edward 
Jones Financial Advisor.
Edward Jones, its employees and 
financial advisors cannot provide tax 
or legal advice. You should consult 
your attorney or qualified tax advisor 
regarding your situation.

By Nick Blank
The Oakleaf

CLAY COUNTY – Despite a few slip, 
Clay County still performed well in 
the Top 20 in almost every category 
in the newly-released County Health 
Rankings and below state averages.

Clay fell from 13th to 16th overall, 
while St. Johns County retained the 
top spot.

In the 10th year of the study, 
the Robert Wood Johnson Founda-
tion and the University of Wisconsin 
compiled and detailed the health 
outcomes and factors in every county 
in the country. Social and economic 
factors, physical environment, health 
behaviors and clinical care data 
establish the health factors rankings. 
Length and quality of life determine 

the health outcomes rankings. 
Clay’s health outcomes decreased, 

although health factors jumped one 
spot from last year from 14th to 13th. 
The County Health rankings advises 
some data not to be compared with 
prior years.

Within the two main categories 
are several subcategories. Under 
health outcomes, Clay’s quality of life 
dropped two places from 11th to 13th 
and length of life fell from 18th to 
21st. Babies born in Clay with a low 
birthweight were one percent below 
the state average, and Clay residents 
with poor or fair health came in three 
percent below state averages.

For health behaviors, where Clay 
ranked 35th overall, adult smoking in 
Clay County was three percent higher 
than the state average. Adult obesity 

was at 31 percent, four percent high-
er than the state. Clay also had higher 
than state averages in excessive 
drinking and driving-impaired driving 
deaths. There are plenty of caveats 
with the rankings, which serve as an 
annual sketch of the county’s health 
situation. For example, a subcategory 
called, “Driving to work alone” con-
tributes to the physical environment 
category.

Community Health Advocate Can-
dace Osteen of QuitDoc Foundation 
said the adulting smoking category 
largely doesn’t account for e-ciga-
rettes and people and reporting agen-
cies may not consider the products to 
have similar effects to the real thing.

The rankings indicated a dearth 
of mental health care in Clay County 
compared to the state. There are 

about 1,180 residents per mental 
health care provider while the state 
average is about 670-to-1. Also, in the 
clinical care rankings, in which Clay 
ranked 20th, an estimated 11-percent 
of residents were uninsured and there 
were 4,704 preventable hospital stays, 
both better than the state figures.

Clay’s highest ranking, sixth, was 
social and economic factors. Violent 
crime was far lower than state aver-
ages and unemployment, 3.8 per-
cent, was 0.4 percent lower than the 
state figures. According to the study, 
about 13 percent of children were in 
poverty and about 30-percent lived in 
single-family households, also below 
the state.

For more information and the full 
rankings, search “Clay County” at 
countyhealthrankings.org.

Clay Health gets passing grade compared to rest of state
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CLUES ACROSS
 1. Tenor
 5. Panthers’ signal caller
 8. Systems, doctrines, theories
12. Rulers
14. Indonesian coastal town
15. Type of cuisine
16. Kids
18. Single Lens Reflex
19. Extra seed-covering
20. Force out
21. Feline
22. __ & Stitch
23. Semantic relations
26. A larval frog or toad
30. Sport for speedsters
31. One who is learning
32. Request
33. Famed WWII conference
34. Relieved
39. English broadcaster
42. Car signal
44. Grass part
46. Trivially
47. Serve as a warning
49. Centers of activity

50. An electrically charged atom
51. Small swelling of cells
56. Irritates
57. ‘__ your i’s, cross your t’s’
58. Removed
59. ‘Death in the Family’ author
60. When you hope to arrive
61. German district
62. Turner and Kennedy
63. Midway between south and southeast
64. Emerald Isle

CLUES DOWN
 1. Mathematical optimization search 
     method
 2. Country along the Arabian peninsula
 3. Pointed parts of pens
 4. Lake __, one of the Great
 5. Peruvian region
 6. State capital of Georgia
 7. Those killed for their beliefs
 8. Typeface
 9. Shrill cry
10. Sends via the Postal Service
11. Holds grain
13. Occurring at a fitting time

17. Vogue
24. Born of
25. Get the job done
26. Teletype (Computers)
27. Small southern constellation
28. Decaliters
29. Area near the concert stage
35. Social insect living in organized 
       colonies
36. Winter activity
37. Snakelike fish
38. Not wet
40. In addition to
41. In league
42. Barrels per day (abbr.)
43. Monetary unit
44. Marked
45. Emerges
47. Shape by heating
48. Early Slavic society
49. Italian automaker
52. Racing legend Earnhardt
53. A type of name
54. __ Strauss, jeans maker
55. Famed garden

 

Aquatics Camp is a nationally accredited day camp program
open to Boys and Girls ages 6-14

Discounts for multiple weeks, multiple siblings, or if you register by May 20, 2019
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- Early drop off and late pick up available
- Busing from Beach Blvd & Mandarin EVERY Week

- Sailing
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- Robotics
- Campout
- Fishing
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- Paddle Boarding
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2513 Doctors Lake Drive, Orange Park, FL
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was done so at this rate because the 
school board had to start putting the 
pieces in place now. And yes, I agree 
with the community that maybe we 
should have went out into the com-
munity and held community sessions 
and “listen and learns” to provide 
direction to parents and understand 
their feedback.

I’m not saying any of that would 
have changed where we are today, 
but I think it would have allevi-
ated any questions parents might 
have right now regarding safety. I 
have two daughters in school in this 
school district and safety is my most 
sacred priority. I want to protect my 
children and the 40,000 children that 
darken our doorways every single 
day, as well as the 5,000 employees. 
We will make certain that safety 
is the foundation of every aspect 
within Clay County district schools. 

So to answer your question, yes, 
the children will be safe. As we 
discussed earlier, our budget will 
be public to everyone and we will 
continue to uphold the strong, work-
ing and professional relationships we 
already have with [CCSO], [GCSPD] 
and [OPPD]. 

Question
from page 4

Why is this happening in 
September?

Davis: Now that guardians 
have been extended for the 2019-
20 school year [after a recent new 
implementation by Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis], the only timeline or deadline 
we have now is to make certain that 
our secondary schools are covered 
by Sept. 27. That is when the local 
agreement with [CCSO] sunsets. So, 
right now, we have guardians in ev-
ery elementary school and resource 
officers in our high schools and with 
that, they’ll stay in place until we 
can cover the secondary schools that 
CCSO covered. After hiring those 
officers, we can transition the hiring 
process to the elementary schools. 

One thing I heard a lot in our 
most recent school board meeting 
was parents asking us to slow down 
and this guardian program extension 
from DeSantis allows us to do that. 
So, we will have guardians continue 
their coverage while we look for 
the best individuals to protect our 
schools. 

Wagner: We wdon’t be looking 
for someone who just understands 
law enforcement. I’m looking for 
someone that not only knows what 
they need to and has all of the 
proper certifications, but someone 

who communicates well with chil-
dren and someone who can really 
connect with not only our students 
on campus, but the greater commu-
nity as well. 

Will there be any increase in taxes, 
other than the recent millage in-
crease, as a result of this new police 
department? 

Davis: Absolutely not. There has 
not been any conversation about an 
increase in taxes. The school board 
has not given any direction related 
to that either. This police depart-
ment and future school hardening is 
sufficiently funded with the millage 
increase. 

How will this police department 
be different from CCSO?

Davis: The only difference will be 
the actual officers and the uniforms 
they wear. The coverage, the protec-
tion, all of that — it will be identical.

Wagner: I’m not going to re-in-
vent the wheel. I’ve done this for the 
last seven years and did so success-
fully with the plan that we had when 
I was with [CCSO]. I’m going to mir-
ror that. It was effective, efficient and 
a lot of partnerships and a lot of the 
culture established during that time 
will be continued on from here. 

I see the interactions the depu-
ties had with the students and the 
bonds they created and I believe 

those bonds will be recreated. SROs 
would get promoted and have to 
leave behind the bonds they made 
with students. Then, a new officer 
would come in and that bond would 
be made anew. We will be renewing 
those bonds with our officers. I’m go-
ing to establish the culture here and 
ensure that it is a culture of fostering 
relationships with our students, our 
faculties and our community. 

Final Thoughts?
Wagner: Our officers have to go 

through the same academy train-
ing, the same state certification and 
the same training that any officer in 
the field would go through. Their 
uniform will be a different color, but 
they’ll have the same equipment, the 
same training, the same powers, the 
same bonds. 

Davis: I want everyone to know 
that we are committed to this project 
and that we’re going to work harder 
every single day to ensure that we 
have beautiful relationships with 
local law enforcement agencies, that 
we continue to be professional in our 
work and that we continue to make 
certain that we protect our students 
every single day while providing 
them with the quality educational 
experience you’ve come to expect of 
Clay County. We will never put our 
students in harm’s way.
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families in the rapidly growing area 
between I-10 and State Road 16.

Opening in early 2020, Baptist 
Emergency Center at Oakleaf will 
provide two emergency centers 
under one roof – with a dedicated 
Wolfson Children’s Emergency Cen-
ter on one side designed specifically 
for patients age 0 to 17. All Wolfson 
Children’s Emergency Centers are 
connected to the only full-service 
children’s hospital in the region and 
the only state-designated Pediatric 
Trauma Center in Northeast Florida.

“At Baptist Health, meeting health 
care needs for the entire family 
means bringing our high-quality 
care closer to where people live 
and work,” said Darin Roark, vice 
president of ambulatory campuses 
and system emergency departments 
at Baptist Health. “Emergencies can 
happen at any age, at any time, and 
we have a responsibility to ensure 
this growing region has convenient 
access to our specialized care.”

A uniquely designed, child-
friendly entrance will greet Wolfson 
Children’s ER patients, backed by a 
full emergency team comprised of 
board-certified pediatric emergency 
physicians with Emergency Resource 

Baptist
from page 1

Group, pediatric nurses, respiratory 
therapists and radiologic technolo-
gists. Pediatric pharmacists will be 
available to consult on medication 
management and dosage with the 
physicians, which is critically impor-
tant to children. Pediatric radiolo-
gists, who understand the develop-
ment of children’s bones and growth, 
will interpret all pediatric X-ray 
images.

The Baptist/Wolfson Children’s 
Emergency Center at Oakleaf will be 
the health system’s ninth emergency 
center in the greater Jacksonville. 
The 19,000 square-foot facility will 
offer the same 24/7 level of care 
found in a hospital-based emergency 
department, with a full complement 
of diagnostic services for both adult 
and pediatric emergency patients 
including a full-service laboratory, 
CT scanner, ultrasound, X-ray and 
emergency medical transport with 
an on-site ambulance and LifeFlight 
helipad.

The emergency center is only the 
first step in the journey to bring a 
tailored medical campus to the grow-
ing area. The 8.6-acre property will 
later include a Baptist Health medi-
cal office building. “We’re building 
with room to grow,” said Keith Tick-
ell, vice president of strategic assets/
real estate at Baptist Health.

PHOTO PROVIDED BY BAPTIST HEALTH

The Baptist Health/Wolfson Children’s Emergency Center will offer diagnostic services, 
including a full-service laboratory, CT scanner,  ultrasound,  X-ray and emergency transport.
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Unique atmosphere with a Cajun fl are

LIVE MUSIC
Check website for featured talent & times

MUSIC ON INSIDE STAGE 
FRI & SAT NIGHT 
starting 9:30pm & dance til 1am

HAPPY HOUR
Tues - Sun 4-8pm

904-406-9497  • www.BoondocksRocks.com
2808 HENLEY ROAD • GREEN COVE SPRINGS • LAKE ASBURY

The Hilltop

2030 Wells Road, Orange Park
hilltop-club.com

(904) 272-5959

Parties & Events
Restaurant • Piano Bar 

“Where memories are made.”

Reservations accepted
Tues-Thur 5:30 - 9pm, Fri & Sat 5:30 - 10pm

1530 BUSINESS CENTER DR. SUITE 1 
FLEMING ISLAND • 904-215-4221

9640 CROSSHILL BLVD., SUITE 101 
JACKSONVILLE • 904-404-4444

Offering a range of 
treatment options, 
from interceptive 
to comprehensive 

orthodontics.

www.dentistry-4-children.com

SPECIALIZING 
IN THE 

DENTAL CARE 
OF BABIES, 
CHILDREN, 
TEENS AND 
PATIENTS 

WITH SPECIAL 
NEEDS.

Karen Koehler Zell, DDS, MS
Orthodontist • 904-268-3052
DrZell@zellorthodontics.com

904-404-4444

Imagine kids’ dentist’s 
appointments that are fun.
WE offer them all day long!

Improving lives one smile at a time

Players Championship golf tourna-
ment and the Gatornationals drag 
race. And yet, 263 volunteers com-
bined to work 789 hours to clean up 
the county’s waterways.

A competition between Ridgeview 
and Middleburg highs was a big rea-
son for the good turnout. Ridgewood 
won the friendly rivalry by enlisting 
the help of 27 students.

“The Celebration helps people 
to understand how the river sys-
tem is interconnected,” Jolley said. 
“What each of us does in one part of 
the watershed, which is the 12,400 
square-mile area from which water 
drains into the river and its sur-
rounding ecosystems, affects the 
entire river.

“Throughout its watershed and 
all along the St. Johns River, people 
work at cleanup sites and help raise 
awareness of river issues to foster 
a year-round appreciation of this 
precious resource – Florida’s longest 
river.”

White’s yellow T-shirt was cov-
ered with splotches of sweat and 
dirt. But that didn’t stop her from 
making trudging through the mud 
and lapping shoreline several times. 
Can-by-can, bottle-by-bottle, each 
filled bag represented a commitment 

Celebrate
from page 1

to restoring the beauty in her own 
little spot on the state’s biggest river.

“We have to clean this up,” she 
said. “I’ve found all sorts of things, 
like toilet bowl cleaner and some 
auto coolant. It’s amazing what 
people throw away.”

White also stumbled up a dead al-
ligator on the Black Creek shoreline.

Lisa Grayer is a 19-year-old stu-
dent at St. Johns River State College 
in Orange Park also made several 
trips, tromping her own trail through 

the thick vegetation to add to the 
large pile of garage.

“Lots of Styrofoam cups, plastic 
bottles and beer cans,” Grayer said.

Grayer is a member of her 
school’s Science Club. Her dedica-
tion to the county’s watershed went 
beyond beauty.

“There’s a lot to be concerned 
about,” she said. “We catch fish in 
this river. You don’t want pollutants 
in there, too.”

Jolley said one of the leading fac-

Jason Williams spent three days picking up truck loads of trash and debris collected last Saturday at 
the St. Johns River Celebration. More than 4,720 pounds were picked up.

PHOTOS BY DON COBLE

Lisa Grayer gave up a Saturday to join
volunteers who picked up trash along Black 
Creek.

tors that contributes to the littering 
is unsecured trash that falls or flies 
from the beds of pickup trucks.

Other unique objects found by 
volunteers included car tires, large 
aquatic buoys and furniture. The re-
sponse was so successful, volunteers 
over-flowed a construction dumpster 
with trash at the Knight’s Boat Ramp.

The Celebration started 22 years 
ago, and it’s attracted 10,745 vol-
unteers and been responsible for 
the collection of more than 303,151 
pounds of trash and debris.
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Oakleaf Jr. High concert band 
rated “superior”

OAKLEAF – Members of the 
concert band at Oakleaf Jr. High ex-
tended the school’s streak of “Straight 
Superior” ratings to 10 years.

A panel of judges graded the band 
at the FSA Level 5.

The State Band Association will 
present band program and assistant 
director Tyler Dunn with a plaque 
commemorating his continued years 
of superior work.

Oakleaf’s Stark on Georgia 
Southern’s Dean’s list

SAVANNAH, Ga. – Oakleaf’s Alyssa 
Stark made the Dean’s List during the 
Fall semester.

To be eligible for the Dean’s List, a 
student must have at least a 3.5 grade 
point average and carry a minimum 
of 12 hours for the semester.

School News

SEE SCHOOL, 14

Superior redentions of “Night on Bald Moun-
tain” and “Her Majesty’s Parade” were reasons 
why the Oakleaf Junior High concert band 
extended its highest-level of state recognition 
to 10 years.
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Debbie’s Decorators Workroom 
Custom Upholstery at Reasonable Rates

Clay County’s ONLY Fabric Store
904-282-3229

2494 Blanding Blvd. Suite 10, Middleburg (Exclusions apply)

ALL IN-STORE 
FABRICS

NOW OFFERING:
• Custom Blinds

• Shades & Shutters

• Wood Flooring

• Camo Fabric

50% 
OFF

Feed and 
Farm SupplyRussell’s 

(904) 291-5725 • 4479 C.R. 218 Middleburg • Mon – Sat: 8am to 7pm •  Sunday: 9am to 5pm

BABY CHICKS
ARE HERE!

Historic
Middleburg

SHOP LOCAL.
EAT LOCAL.

SPEND LOCAL M
id

dl
eb

urg Civic AssociationSe
rv

ing the Community

est. 1941

78
YEARS

for Over

The big company 
that doesn’t act 
that way.
Frank M. Meininger, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
7855 Argyle Forest Blvd, Unit 904
Jacksonville, FL 32244
904-778-4188
www.edwardjones.com

MKT-58941-A

Hours: Monday - Thursday 10:30am - 10pm • Friday & Saturday 10:30am - 11:00pm • Sunday 12pm - 10pm
904-777-3998 • www.MyLifePizza.com

9725 Crosshill Blvd. #112 • Jacksonville, FL 32222 (At Oak Leaf Town Center next to Dollar Tree)
Eat In - Take Out - Free Delivery 

(Limited Area - Last Call for Delivery 45 Minutes Before Closing)

Easter Specials for 
the Month of April!

PIZZA
PASTA
SUBS

CALZONES
STROMBOLI

SALADS

We are NOT affi  liated with 
any other pizza places

Quick  Lunch

1 TOPPING
10 WINGSPlus

Tax

 1 XL PIZZA
ONE

TOPPING

#1 1 XL PIZZA
$1399 $2199

#2

Plus
TaxEat in or take out only. Not valid with any other offer. Eat in or take out only. Not valid with any other offer.

Any 16” pizza 
with 4 or more toppings

2nd Dinner with purchase 
of one dinner & 2 drinks

$300 OFF 1/2 OFF
1 TOPPING
10 WINGSPlus

Tax

 1 XL PIZZA
ONE

TOPPING

#1 1 XL PIZZA
$1399 $2199

#2

Plus
Tax

2 Cheese 
Slices & Drink

#2

c
onth oMonth of

       $    5    49

Calendar
CORKS & FORKS: To benefit St. Vincent’s 
Healthcare Foundation, Friday at 6:30 
p.m., Hilltop Club & Restaurant. Ticket info 
corksandforksclay.com or call Vanna DeLorenzo 
at (904)308-7306.
SANDY HACKETT’S RAT PACK SHOW: Friday 
at 7:30 a.m., Thrasher-Horne Center, 283 
College Dr., Orange Park. Tickets range from 
$42 to $82 and are available at THcenter.org or 
by calling (904) 276-6815.
CHORALE CONCERTS: Orange Park Chorale 
presents two spring concerts. The first is Friday 
at 7:30 p.m. at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 3976 
Hendricks Ave., Jacksonville and the second is 
Sunday at 3 p.m. at Orange Park Presbyterian 
Church, 1905 Park Ave. Concerts are free, but a 
love offering is collected to pay for sheet music 
and other expenses.
BASS TOURNAMENT: to benefit Clay County-
based The Father’s Heart, a nonprofit that helps 
needy families in Northeast Florida. Saturday at 
first safe light, Palatka City Dock, 309 River St., 
$110 per boat. 3 p.m. weigh in. More info on 
entering or sponsoring, Nate Dowd (904) 716-

0304 or Daniel Greene at (904) 449-9691.
LENTEN RETREAT: Franciscan Friar Simeon 
Gallagher will lead a retreat, “A Spirituality of 
Relationships,” on Monday at the Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church, 7190 U.S. 17 on Fleming 
Island. Topic: Sustaining Good Relationships: 
Faith as a Foundation.
LIVING HEALTHY WORKSHOP: at Keystone 
Heights Senior Center, 125 Commercial Cr., on 
Monday from 9:30 a.m.-noon. Participants will 
receive a copy of “Living A Healthy Life with 
Chronic Conditions.” To register, call (904) 482-
0189.
LENTEN RETREAT: Franciscan Friar Simeon 
Gallagher will lead a retreat, “A Spirituality of 
Relationships,” on Tuesday at the Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church, 7190 U.S. 17 on Fleming 
Island. Topic: Communication in Relationships: 
Prayer as Model.
FINDING NEVERLAND: Tuesday at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Thrasher-Horne Center, 283 College Dr., 
Orange Park. Tickets for the Broadway play start 
at $49.
LENTEN LUNCHS: Wednesday at noon at 

St. William Catholic Church, 275 Satsuma St., 
Keystone Heights. Speaker: Rev. Jeff Tate.
LENTEN RETREAT: Franciscan Friar Simeon 
Gallagher will lead a retreat, “A Spirituality of 
Relationships,” on Wednesday at the Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church, 7190 U.S. 17 on Fleming 
Island. Topic: Breaking Relationships: Sin as 
Interpersonal.
LENTEN RETREAT: Franciscan Friar Simeon 
Gallagher will lead a retreat, “A Spirituality of 
Relationships,” on March 28 at the Sacred Heart 
Catholic Church, 7190 U.S. 17 on Fleming 
Island. Topic: Building Better Relationships: 
Graces for Growth.
AMVETS VIETNAM WAR VETERAN’S STEAK 
DINNER: March 29, 6:30 p.m., at AMVETS Post 
86, 6685 Brooklyn Bay Rd., Keystone Heights, 
$8.
DENIM and DIAMONDS DINNER: The silent 
auction with comedian Robert G. Lee is March 
29 at 6 p.m. at the Thrasher-Horne Center, 283 
College Dr., Orange Park. Tickets are $40.
VIETNAM VETERANS DAY: The Vietnam 
Veterans of America Col. William G. Byrns 
Chapter 1059 in Clay County and Clay County 
Veterans’ Services present the Inaugural 
Vietnam Veterans Day Ceremony, March 30, 
at 10:30 a.m., TAPS Monument, 915 Walnut 
St., Green Cove Springs. Reception to follow 
immediately.

AMVETS HONOR CENTER PIZZA PARTY: 
March 30, 11 a.m., at AMVETS Post 86, 
6685 Brooklyn Bay Rd., Keystone Heights, 
Membership Drive pork dinner, 2 p.m., $8.
LENTEN LUNCHS: April 3 at noon at St. William 
Catholic Church, 275 Satsuma St., Keystone 
Heights. Speaker: Rev. Brandon Denmark.
LAKE REGION KIWANIS CLUB KOLAR RUN: 
March 30 at the Keystone Golf and Country 
Club, 294 SE 43rd St., Keystone Heights. Corn 
hole tournament starts at 2 p.m., while the run 
starts at 3 p.m.
LENTEN LUNCHS: April 10 at noon at St. 
William Catholic Church, 275 Satsuma St., 
Keystone Heights. Speaker: Rev. Joey Hay.
LIVING HEALTHY WORKSHOP: at Keystone 
Heights Senior Center, 125 Commercial Cr., on 
April 1 from 9:30 a.m.-noon. Participants will 
receive a copy of “Living A Healthy Life with 
Chronic Conditions.” To register, call (904) 482-
0189.
CONCERT ON THE GREEN COMPETITION: 
the application deadline to participate in the 
Young Artists Music Competition is April 5. 
Students from grades 6 through 12 who reside 
in Clay County are eligible to compete for a 
$1,000 scholarship. For more information and 
to apply online, go to concertonthegreen.com.

SEE CALENDAR, 13
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Assisted Living   |   Memory Care

Limited Availability!    www.legendseniorliving.com

5939 Roosevelt Blvd
Jacksonville, FL 32244

ALF #12509

(904) 353-9500

Choose a life
that brings you joy.
Call Today to Learn More and 
Schedule Your Personal Tour 
and Complimentary Lunch...3 8  C o l l e g e  D r i v e    O r a n g e  P a r k

A N N A B E L L E S S T U D I O . C O M    9 0 4 - 2 7 2 - 5 5 4 4

Tu e s d a y  -  S a t u r d a y    1 0  a . m .  -  5  p . m .-

Find your way to savings.

1005000.1
**Based on A.M. Best written premium.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington,  IL

Save an average of
Stop here for great rates with 
America’s #1 car insurance company**.
Give me a call today.

statefarm.com®

Almeta L Monroe Ins Agcy Inc
Almeta Monroe, Agent
3521 US Hwy 17, Unit A
Fleming Island, FL  32003
Bus: 904-269-5200

$526*

*Average annual per household savings based on a 2016 national survey of new policyholders who
reported savings by switching to State Farm.

Celebrate new 
beginnings and old friends 

with a hand crafted bouquet

ORANGEPARKFLORIST.COM | 264-5120

Spring is in the air

FLEMING ISLAND – Voting is un-
derway for the 2019 Clay Today 
reader’s choice contest. This new 
Clay County-based contest will 
feature dozens of categories and 
opportunities for area businesses 
to be recognized as the best in 
their line of work!

Readers, friends, family and 
customers vote for their favorite 
businesses, professional services, 
schools, restaurants and more 
are now open at www.clayto-
dayonline.com/bestof. There 
are more than 300 categories 
to choose from this year, with 
everything from best lawyer and 
best car repair shop to best burger 
and best place to work, all with the 
goal of highlighting all the reasons 
people like to call Clay County home.

Voting will run through April 19, 
during which each person can vote 
once per day in as many or as few 
categories as he or she wants. There 
will also be a ballot in the paper that 
readers can fill out and turn in to our 
office.

The Best Of platform on The Clay 
Today website will feature lists of 
nominees in an easy-to-use format. 

Nominees can participate in advertis-
ing packages that promote their entry 
by expanding their listing to feature 
additional details on the business.

The contest will culminate in the 
First Best of Clay Annual Publication, 
where the winners are announced 
for the first time! Each winner will 
receive a framed “Best Of” Certificate, 
a cling on office window sticker, 
the “Best Of” PDF for use in future 
advertising and bragging rights to be 
called the “BEST OF” for their busi-
ness type. The list of winners will be 
published in a special Publication 

and distributed county-wide in 
May with the opportunity for 
each business to promote their 
victory to the community.

“’Best Of Clay’ will take on a 
life of its own this year. We ex-
pect a tremendous engagement 
from the public and excitement 
from local businesses. We are 
so excited to launch this first 
time Clay County ‘Best Of’ con-
test allow businesses to fight 
for bragging rights and actively 
be engaged in this interactive 
process between our quickly 
growing reader base and our 
business partners,” Publisher 

Jon Cantrell said. “It’s exciting to 
recognize the great things going on 
in our community, and Best of Clay 

2019 is going to be the biggest local 
contest ever done in Clay County 
Florida.

Contest categories include: Best 
of the Best, Auto and Transporta-
tion, Business, Community, Eat and 
Drink, Education, Home and Finance, 
Medical, Professionals, Shopping and 
Commerce.

For more information or to find 
out how to be involved in promotions 
that will be going on throughout the 
contest cycle, contact your marketing 
representative or call the Clay Today 
office at 904-264-3200. Vote your 
favorite business, service, person, 
restaurant or product now at www.
claytodayonline.com/bestof. A public 
list of nominations is also viewable 
and searchable. 

Voting underway for Best of Clay County contest

BEST OF CLAY
claytodayonline.com

2019
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Great heart care starts with caring. We have the 
technology and team to help you do the things 
you love to do, with the people who love you!

Go to OrangeParkHealthy.com/HeartCare 
to take a heart quiz, find a doctor or connect to a 
nurse 24/7.

Hula hoop. Love. Live.
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BRADFORD
COUNTY

APRIL 6 & 7
FESTIVAL
STRAWBERRY

www.BradfordCountyStrawberryFestival.com
https://www.facebook.com/bradfordcountystrawberryfestival/

284-7720 • rhrfh.com 
2335 Sandridge Rd, Green 

Cove Springs, FL

Our calling is to offer care, comfort 
and reassurance in a uniquely 

personal and all-embracing way.

EVERY 
DETAIL 
MATTERS

FUNERAL HOME
❧ Open and inviting facility
❧ Modern
❧ Reception room available

CEMETERY
❧ Natural surroundings
❧ Veterans section
❧ Cremation garden 

CREMATORY
❧ Private and on-site
❧ Staff trained in cremation procedures
❧ Family can witness

Continuous care throughout your time of need
Video tour on our website

Sunday, March 10
Tabitha L. Ross, 35, Oakleaf, Felony 
Warrant-Duval County

Friday, March 8
Brian T. Moon, 20, Maxville, 
Possession of Concealed Firearm

Thursday, March 7
Zachary T. Moon, 19, Maxville, 
Possession of Concealed Firearm

Sunday, March 3
Luke A. Simons, 19, Oakleaf, 
Possession less than 20 g-Marijuana, 
Possession/Use of Drug Equipment

Thursday, Feb. 28
Vanessa M. Yatco, 24, Oakleaf, FTA-
Burglary

Monday, Feb. 25
Dominique N. Davis, 21, Oakleaf, 
Possession of more than 20 
g-Marijuana, DWLSR

Saturday, Feb. 23
Mark Japsi, 38, Oakleaf, DUI

Friday, Feb. 22
David Sanford, 32, Oakleaf, Lewd 
Molestation on a Victim Age 12 or 
Under Age 18

Thursday, February 21
Antonio Austin, 40, Oakleaf, Resist/
Obstruct/Oppose an Officer

THE BLOTTER
The Blotter is a snapshot of the crime impacting your neighborhood. Reports originate from the Clay 
County Sheriff’s Office’s Community Relations Unit and are meant to inform, educate and generate 
community feedback. If you see crime taking place, report it by calling the CCSO at (904) 264-6512 
or reach Community Relations at (904) 213-6114. Remember to reserve 911 calls for emergencies only.

HOME TWEET HOME BIRDHOUSE 
CHALLENGE: April 6 at the First 
Presbyterian Church, 300 Gum St., Green 
Cove Springs. Birdhouses need to be 
dropped off by noon with judging 
for three categories – children 10 and 
younger, Children 11-16 and adults. Silent 
auction of the birdhouses follow, as well 
as a fish fry dinner. Tickets for dinner 
are $10 and $5 for children. For more 
information, call 904-284-9261 or email 
the office at admin@firstpresgcs.org.
PERSECUTED CHURCH CONFERENCE: 
April 6 from 9 a.m.-2p.m. at Trinity Baptist 
Church, 3717 SE State Road 21, Keystone 
Heights. Featured speakers: Bob Fu, 
founder and president of China Aid. 
Albert Aslan, founder of FACT Ministries 
and Rob Ham, Pastor of Keystone Heights 
Presbyterian Church. Music by Gainesville 
Chinese Christian Church Choir.
LIVING HEALTHY WORKSHOP: at 
Keystone Heights Senior Center, 125 
Commercial Cr., on April 8 from 9:30 a.m.-
noon. Participants will receive a copy 
of “Living A Healthy Life with Chronic 
Conditions.” To register, call (904) 482-
0189.
GARDEN CLUB OF FLEMING ISLAND: 
Will hold its monthly meeting on April 8 
at 10 a.m. at the Fleming Island Library, 
1895 Town Center Blvd. Guest speaker 
will be Diane Machaby. The meeting is 
free and open to the public.
CLAY STATE OF HEALTH: April 11 at 
Thrasher-Horne Center, 283 College Dr., 
Orange Park, from 110:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 

Calendar
from page 10

Florida Department of Health in Clay County 
will give preliminary results of the county’s 
overall health to prioritize the top issues. 
MILITARY COLLECTORS SWAP MEET: April 
13 from 9 a.m.-5 p.m., The Military Museum 
of North Florida, 1 Bunker Ave., Green Cove 
Springs. A one day event for military collectors 
to buy, sell, and trade their stuff. Enjoy military 
vehicles and reenactors, too.
SPRING FLING: April 13 from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at Asbury United Methodist Church, 
16 College, Dr., Orange Park. Craft fair 
includes food vendors, baked goods, live 
entertainment, clowns. Children’s ID program, 
bounce house, Big Red Bus for blood 
donations, Easter gifts and much more.
WINE TASTING GALA: to benefit Quigley 
House, the domestic violence shelter for Clay 
County, April 13 from 6-8:30 p.m. at Sacred 
Heart Catholic Church, Sullivan Hall 7190 U.S. 
Hwy 17. $50 per person or $1,000 for table 
sponsorship. Quigleyhouse.org/events or (904) 
284-0340 extension 317 for more info.
LIVING HEALTHY WORKSHOP: at Keystone 
Heights Senior Center, 125 Commercial Cr., on 
April 15 from 9:30 a.m.-noon. Participants will 
receive a copy of “Living A Healthy Life with 
Chronic Conditions.” To register, call (904) 482-
0189.
BRUNCH WITH THE BRONCOS: The District 
Business Partner speech is April 16, 9:30-11 
a.m. at the Career and Technical Education 
classrooms at Middleburg High. RSVP at mary.
carter@myoneclay.net or at (904) 336-8093.
BINGO-BURGER DINNER: Waste Not Want Not 
will offer bingo at Talons Restaurant, 2217 
Eagle Harbor Pkwy, Fleming Island on April 
16. Registration starts at 5:30 p.m., followed by 
a buffet at 6 p.m. and bingo at 7 p.m. Dinner 
and bingo, $25, just bingo $15. RSVP at (904) 
810-8012.
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Georgia Southern University, a public 
Carnegie Doctoral/R2 institution 

School
from page 9

founded in 1906, offers 141 degree 
programs serving nearly 26,500 stu-
dents through nine colleges on three 
campuses in Statesboro, Savannah, 
Hinesville and online instruction. A 

leader in higher education in south-
east Georgia, the University provides 
a diverse student population with 
expert faculty, world-class scholarship 
and hands-on learning opportunities. 

Georgia Southern creates lifelong 
learners who serve as responsible 
scholars, leaders and stewards in 
their communities.



Sports
Davis vs. Kendrick: 25 Ks
By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf

OAKLEAF – An outfield collision 
in the bottom of the second inning 
wound up the turning point in a 
pitcher’s duel between two teams 
looking to take the district 2-8A soft-
ball title in a month or two. 

“You hate to see a game as close 
as this get decided by something like 
that,” said Oakleaf coach Christina 
Thompson, who eeked out the 1-0 
win over Fleming Island in a hurler’s 
duel that produced 25 total strike-
outs between rival pitcher’s Morgan 

By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf

OAKLEAF –Fleming Island and 
Keystone Heights high schools 
won their respective boys weight-
lifting district titles with Baker 
County again dominating against 
Clay, Ridgeview and Orange Park 
high schools in that district staged 
Saturday at Baker County High 
School. Region meets are sched-
uled for March 29-30 in various 
sites; Oakleaf for region 2-2A, 
Keystone Heights for region 5-1A 
and Suwannee High for region 
3-1A. 

In district 4-2A, Fleming Island, 
with three individual champions, 
edged out Oakleaf, 50-45, with 
the Knights also putting up three 
champions. Bartram Trail was 
third at 35, Creekside fourth at 27 
and Middleburg fifth at 21. Nease, 
St. Augustine and Ponte Vedra 
finished the district field.

In district 6-1A, Baker County 
garnered six titles for the team 
title with Ridgeview snagging one 
and Orange Park snagging two. 
For the Panthers, Ralando Grey 
won at 139 pounds to return to 

By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf

BUFFALO, NY – Oakleaf High gradu-
ate and swim state champion Elianna 
Kennon, now at Indian River State 
College in Florida, came home from 
the National Junior College Athlet-
ics Association (NJCAA) swimming 
and diving championships with gold 
medals in two events; the 50 free 
and the 100 individual medley.

Winning 24 of the 25 individual 
and team titles, the Indian River (FL) 
women’s swimming and diving team 
won their 37th consecutive NJCAA 
Women’s Swimming and Diving 
National Championship in domi-

Kennon nabs 
two national 
swim titles

Oakleaf High 50 freestyle swim state 
champion (2016) Elianna Kennon, now at 
Indian River State College, came home with 
four gold medals from National Junior College 
Swim championships.

SEE SWIM, 18

Oakleaf High weightlifter Kevin Davis shakes off some powder after big lift in bench press 
at district championships. Davis advanced to regions March 29 at Oakleaf.

Eagles, Indians 
win lift titles 

SEE TITLE, 17

Collision 
costly to 
Eagles

Oakleaf High pitcher Madi Davis had mano-
a-mano pitching duel with Fleming Island’s 
Morgan Kendrick in 1-0 district win. 

SEE EAGLES, 18
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9680 Argyle Forest Blvd 
(next to Walgreens)

For weekly and daily specials “like” us on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/GatorsOakleaf 

Lunch Punch Club 
Monday – Friday 
DOUBLE PUNCH 

MONDAYS

904-425-6466
FOR TAKE-OUT OR DINE IN

*All Prices are plus tax.

BUD, BUD LIGHT, 
MICHELOB ULTRA

$3
Plus 
Tax

Pints$999

Pitchers

Plus 
Tax

Live NASCAR
Series Race 

Specials
JOIN US FOR 

NASCAR RACES!

By Ray DiMonda
The Oakleaf

OAKLEAF – In the Thursday night 
match up between Ridgeview and 
Oakleaf softball, it was a guarantee 
that a Thompson would win the 
game. 

Taking sibling rivalry to another 
dimension, Oakleaf Head Coach 
Christina Thompson would take on 
her brother, Ridgeview Head Coach 
Casey Thompson. The siblings would 
just add another dimension to the al-

ready tense night. Also in the dugouts 
were Oakleaf assistant coach Rob 
Thompson, the dad, and 

After a heartbreaker 9-8 loss just 
five nights prior to the Atlantic Coast 
Stingrays, the Knights were ready for 
some jousting and home runs were 
the weapon of choice as the Knights 
got two dingers from Jaeda McFar-
land and one from Baylee Goddard 
as the family outing turned disastrous 
for Casey Thompson very quickly. 

“We never like to lose” said Chris-

tina Thompson. “Even when we win, 
we try to find things to get better on. 
That’s what it is about. Win every 
inning and improve every game. Last 
week we didn’t have it together.” 

The Panthers tried starting a fire 
early but left one runner on the bases 
in the top of the first with no score. 

In their first appearance at the 
plate, the Knights took out some 
pent-up frustration in their first at-
bats and continued pounding away 
all night. The message was clear 

when in that first opportunity, the 
Knights took two balls out of the 
park for a quick 3-0 lead before the 
Panthers were even fully warmed 
up. Later in the fourth, again a ball 
was launched over the fence for 
three homers on the evening on the 
Knights way to a confident 8-0 home 
victory to put the team back in their 
winning ways.

After Katie Kistler lead off with 
a walk, then put herself in scoring 

Homer-fest downs Panthers in Thompson reunion

SEE PANTHERS, 19

“Award Winning Services”

Hearingaidsolutionsfl a.com
earscan@gmail.com

439 North St., Suite B
Green Cove Springs

904.805.3869

Ready to purchase a hearing aid? 
We proudly offer a variety of products in different 
styles and technological abilities to fi t your needs.

Signia
Rechargeable

Styletto

Ned Sugzdinis
Owner/Administrator

Gina Perrone
Board Certifi ed Audioprosthologist

Better Hearing for all!
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WU HU!
NOW OFFERING 
FACIAL REJUVENATION 
ACUPUNCTURE!

2 3 0 1  P a r k  Av e .  O r a n g e  P a r k    8 6 8 - 9 6 1 5

No Surgery!
No Recovery 

Time!
No Injections!

w u h u 4 u . c o m

GIVE 
YOUR SKIN 

A LIFT!
Results after 1 treatment!

Before After

www.wbu.com/jacksonvillefl
(904) 379-5760 Bird Food • Feeders • Garden Accents • Unique Gifts

Wild Birds Unlimited of Jacksonville
In the Argyle Village Shopping Center - next to Publix

6001 Argyle Forest Blvd., Suite #36, Jacksonville, FL 32244

$10 OFF
any purchase of 

$50 or more*

Flock on in and let us show 
you how to turn your yard 
into a bird feeding habitat 
that brings song, color and 
life to your home.

DIRECTIONS:
In the Argyle Village 

Shopping Center at the corner 
of Blanding and Youngerman 
Cir near I-295. Store located 

to the left of Publix.

*Valid only at the WBU Jacksonville store. 
One discount per purchase. Offer not 
valid on previous purchases, gift cards, 
optics, DSC memberships or sale items. 
Offer expires 4/4/2019.

that’s what we save you!

215-1086

We print everything but money

$20 Free Print ing
on your first order

Title
from page 16

Oakleaf High weightlifters Kevin Davis, left, and Dexter Moore, right, get set to lift as football stand-
out Jalen Rivers, center, observes.

Oakleaf High weightlifter Dexter Moore prepares for bench press at district championships. 
right

the state meet . Orange Park got ti-
tles from Zykeim Sermons at 183 and 
David Araujo at 199. Araujo, who 
amassed a 655 total to beat Baker 
County’s Brandon Combs by just five 
pounds, was a state meet qualifier in 
2018. Combs edged Araujo by five 
pounds; 610-505, to finish fourth at 
199 last year with Araujo fifth.

In district 9-1A, Keystone Heights, 
with an astounding eight individual 
champions, took their district with 
96 points to runnerup North Mari-
on’s 44 and Eastside at 27 at third. 
Interlachen, Oak Hall, Bronson and 
Cedar Key finished out that district’s 
field.

For the Golden Eagles, titles came 
from Will Stephens at 139 edged out 
Bartram Trail’s Joseph Governara, 
450-440, for totals with Governara 
beating Stephens by 30 in the bench, 
but Stephens upping Governara by 
40 in the clean and jerk.

At 169, Fleming Island’s Andrew 
Thomas dominated that field with 
a 625 total with teammate Broden 
Domenico second with a distant 535. 
Thomas crushed the weight class 
with a 335 bench press and a 290 
clean and jerk.

At 238, junior Jeremiah ‘Bus’ Jack-
son won by more than 100 pounds 
with a 645 total with 300-plus pounds 
on both disciplines; 330 on bench 
and 315 on clean and jerk.

For Oakleaf, at 119, Michael Wil-
liams edged out Fleming Island’s Ian 
Ali 205-195 with Ali missing on his 

last two clean and jerk attempts to 
stay with Williams. 

At 183, Tayari Otis won for the 
Knights with a 560 total to edge 
Ponte Vedra’s Mark Calvin by just 10 
pounds. Calvin bested Otis on the 
bench with both missing their second 
and third attempts with Otis going 
275-250 in the clean and jerk.

At 199, Oakleaf sophomore Kevin 
Davis punched in at 630 to win over 
St. Augustine’s Connor Quinney by 
55 pounds. Davis had one of the best 
benches of all classes at 340 pounds. 

In the Unlimiteds, Middleburg 

junior Cole LeClair put up 335 in the 
bench at 235 in clean and jerk to win 
with 570 by just five pounds over 
Nease’s Nicholas Thoresen. 

Keystone Heights dominated 
with titles to Zachary Glover at 119, 
Holden Knapp at 129, Ulysses Freed 
at 139, Colton Tibbetts at 154, Mike 
Kirtley at 169, Josh Hughes at 219, 
Carter Semione at 238 and Dan Dodd 
at Unlimited. 

Dodd was most impressive with a 
715 total with a 380 bench and a 335 
clean and jerk.
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Certifi ed Bldg Contractor
#CBC029110

Let us build your 
dream outdoor space.

Free Estimates
25 Years 

Experience

Family owned & operated

Screen Enclosures • Sunrooms • Lanais 
Patios/Carports • Rescreens & Repairs

Flowers for any Occasion

264-2012 or 800-275-1189
347 Blanding Blvd., Orange Park

www.ParkAvenueFlorist.net

Park Avenue
FLORIST & GIFT SHOP

nant style.  The Indian River women 
posted a meet-best 1,277 points in 
route to capturing their 41st overall 
program title. 

Swim
from page 15

The Indian River men’s program 
also took home the championship 
in the four-day event, securing their 
45th consecutive title.  The Pioneer 
women topped South Georgia State, 
Iowa Central, Southwestern Oregon, 
and Barton, who rounded out the 
top five respectively.  

Kennon, a sophomore, captured 
two individual events and was a 
member of two relay titles.  Kennon, 
a 2016 Class 3A 50 free champion 
for Oakleaf, powered through the 50 
free in 23.54 seconds with teammates 
Emma Colvin, Camryn Wheals and 
Elizabeth Watts all stayed in the 23 
second range finishing second, third 
and fourth. 

Watts is a Fleming Island High 
graduate.

In the 100 IM, two days later, 
Kennon blitzed the field with a win-
ning 58.98 split with second place at 
1:00.13; teammate Camryn Wheals. 

Kennon also claimed a pair of 
team titles in the 200-yard freestyle 
relay and the 400-yard medley relay.

Kendrick of Fleming Island and Madi 
Davis of Oakleaf. “Both pitchers 
were throwing unbelievably and this 
game could have gone on all night if 
we didn’t get that run.”

In an uncanny twist of irony, 
Fleming Island benefited from two 
field errors by Oakleaf; a dropped 
pop fly by second baseman Jasmine 
Lamug and a overthrow from Da-
vis of a throw to second base on a 
grounder that left the Golden Eagles 
to man two bases very quickly.

Davis, with 12 strikeouts, 
squashed the early opportunity with 
a flyout and her first strikeout of the 
night.

Kendrick, with 13 strikeouts, 
displayed her raw power on the 
Knights’ first foray in the batter’s box 
with whiffs of Katie Kistler and Jaeda 
McFarland who had two homers in 
the Knights’ win over Ridgeview less 
than a week ago.

“I wasn’t throwing my change up 
in the early innings, but wanted to 
establish my fast game,” said Ken-
drick. “When I started getting them 
with the changeup, I had some con-
trol on what they would be looking 
out. They are such a strong batting 
lineup that I wanted to get them off 
their game.”

Davis returned Kendrick’s vol-
ley with three strikeouts in just nine 
throws with all three watching the 
third strike; two of three at changeup 
speed, go unchallenged. 

“She’s (Kendrick) a really great 
pitcher; one of the best in Florida,” 
said Thompson. “We knew this 
would be a tough game and just one 
of many tough games for us. We will 
be battle tested by the season’s end. 
Going forward, there are things we 
can do a better job at.”

In the second inning, Katie Lam-

Eagles
from page 15

brecht drew a walk to put Oakleaf in 
scoring play with Kendrick getting 
a grounder to Lamug and Christian 
Lamug striking out seemingly leaving 
Lambrecht stuck at second base. 

Davis came to bat and, with 
a homer on her batting resume, 
popped a floater over second base 
that head to a left-right field spot that 
Fleming Island outfielders Mackenzie 
Bullock and Kelsey Anderson both 
approaching the ball silently and with 
gloves ready while Lambrecht stayed 
footed to second base.

With the collision of Bullock and 
Anderson, Lambrecht took off and 
made the sprint to home plate as 
Bullock lay motionless; an appar-
ent concussion, that took her out of 
the lineup. Bullock joined shortstop 
Jadyn Chesser who had a knee injury 
from a first inning collision with 
Oakleaf baserunner Baylee Goddard 
at second base on a successful steal 
attempt. 

With two players out, Fleming 
Island coaches Jennifer and Buck 
Bucklew opted to play with just the 
remaining players; just two in the 
outfield.

“We also conceded them the open 
out on the missing player’s at bat in-
stead of taking the out,” said Thomp-
son, referring to the rule of automatic 
out on open batting lineup spot. “Like 
I said, the girls wanted to play them 
and not take the advantage of a free 
out.”

From there, Kendrick amped up 
her game after a walk to Jaeden Ser-
rano was followed by a slow change 
up to Kistler to strike out Kistler.

“We talked in the dugout that we 
could get through this even with just 
eight players,” said Kendrick. “I kept 
throwing strong and they kept play-
ing solid defense.”

With some excitement in the 
Fleming Island dugout to overcome 
the disadvantage, Lesseca Fonseca 
opened the third inning with a hard 
liner to right field a for a single that 
Ansley Hamilton put down a fielder’s 
choice to push Fonseca to third in a 
apparent retaliation to tie the game.

Davis locked down with strike-
outs to Cheseny Miles, who had an 
in-the-park homer earlier in the week 
against St. Johns Country Day School, 
and Makenzi Dziekan.

Kendrick struck out Goddard and 
Lambrecht to follow Davis in the 
third inning.

Fleming Island again got baser-
unners with walks to Kendrick and 
Miles, but Davis struck out Fonseca 
to end the threat with Kendrick in the 
on-deck circle.

“I wanted to bat with bases loaded 
so bad,” said Kendrick. “

Both teams issues three out on 
three batters per inning until the bot-
tom of the sixth where Goddard used 
a shortstop error and a passed ball 
to get to third base. Kendrick locked 
down with strikeouts to Jaycie Brook-
shire, Lambrecht and Lamug to leave 
Goddard stranded.

Neither team would get any closer 
to home plate.

Fleming Island (4-3, 1-1) wound 
up playing a Friday game against 
Baker County and lost 5-1 again with 
a diminished lineup. 

Oakleaf, 8-1, 1-1, will host their 
Tournament of Champions featuring 
a host of Final Four teams from 2018, 
including Keystone Heights, Clay, 
West Nassau and Bishop Moore.

Thompson coaching 
quartet got together at re-
cent Oakleaf vs. Ridgeview 
softball clash. Left to right; 
Dad Rob Thompson, 
assistant coach Oakleaf 
softball; daughter Christina 
Thompson, Oakleaf head 
softball coach; son Casey 
Thompson, Ridgeview 
head softball coach 
and brother Uncle Glen 
Thompson, Ridgeview 
assistant softball coach. 
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922 Blanding Blvd #5 • Orange Park • 904-566-3341

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Tues-Sat 10am-7pm
Sunday 11am-5pm

across from Super Wal-Mart

SUPPLY, INC. 

WaLterS’
tILe

276-0570 • 334 Parkridge • Orange Park 
HUGE NEW SELECTION

Tile coverings for every 
surface in your home. 

www.walterstileinc.com

Introducing our NEW
54' Large Format

HP 315 Latex Printer

Bigger, Faster & 
Better Quality!Your Full Service Print Shop!

 Business Cards   Flyers   Brochures   T-Shirts   Banners
 Bindery   Envelopes   Graphic Design..... and much more!

1857 Wells Road, Suite 1 A&B  Orange Park, FL 32073
www.sirspeedyop.com  orders@sirspeedyop.com

Phone: 904-269-5116

position as she stole second on the 
first pitch to McFarland, McFarland 
took the fourth pitch and launched it 
over the right field fence for an RBI 
homer that put her team up 2-0 be-
fore the game ball even had a mark 
on it. 

Seeing the Panthers were wound-
ed and the fast balls Panthers ace 
Pitcher Brittany Michael was teeing 
up, Goddard joined the party with 
her own fence boomer over left field 
that almost ended up inside the 
snack bar. The Knights would put 
two more on base before the Pan-
thers closed out the inning, but the 
early three-run hole had the mo-
mentum clearly shifted inside of the 
Knight’s dugout. 

“I’m selfish. I want a run every 
inning, I want to win every inning, 

Panthers
from page 16

Oakleaf High coach Robert Carver signals shift 
in outfield

Oakleaf High coach Robert Carver signals shift 
in outfield

By Randy Lefko
The Oakleaf 

JACKSONVILLE – The Clay High 
Blue Devils’ baseball team got a 
sterling pitching effort from Justin 
Mosley to down Oakleaf 6-1 in 
downtown Jacksonville at the Jack-
sonville Baseball Grounds on Wed., 
March 13. 

Mosley finished seven innings 
with eight strikeouts for the Blue 
Devils who utilized three hits from 
Garrett Chun and two apiece from 
Colin Gross and Nick Barrie to win 
in the festive atmosphere.

Singles from Barrie and Chun 
opened the game against Knights’ 
starter Logan Schmidt, but both 
batters stayed on the infield.

Both teams went three up, 
three donw until the third inning 
when Clay scored off an RBI single 
from Chase Holman pushed Barrie 

across home plate. Barrie outran a 
grounder to first base in his at bat.

Up 1-0 as the fourth inning 
started, Clay added a run with 
Faulkner singling in Gross off 
singles into centerfield from Gross 
and Nate Lewis.

Holman added another run 
with an RBI pushing Chun in who 
reached on an error.

Oakleaf would score their lone 
run in the fifth with a passed ball 
letting Kobe Branch in on a strike-
out to Dan Hickson. 

Schmidt hit Gross to put Clay on 
base who moved to third on errors 
before Lewis hit a sacrifice fly to 
put the game at 4-1.

Singles from Barrie and Chun 
got the game to 5-1 in seventh with 
Chun eventually scoring run six off 
a balk. 

so if they got two, I want us to get 
three,” said Christina Thompson. “If 
they got nothing, we’re going to put 
up at least one. That’s out mantra; 
dominate every inning.” 

The Panthers countered with two 
on, but left them on base as the de-
fensive machine of Oakleaf tightened 
its grip. In their second at bats, Oak-
leaf’s Goddard again stayed in left 
field, making her way to first base 
with a hard grounder. Jaycie Brook-
shire followed suite with a deep shot 
that ended up at the fence, sending 
Goddard all the way around to home 
with an RBI double, 4-0. The Pan-
thers would put a couple more run-
ners on but were unsuccessful as the 
bottom of the fourth came around. 
At the plate once again, McFarland 
would rocket another fastball to 
deep center, out of the park for score 
number five.

Blue Devils’ Mosley 
shuts down Knights

Oakleaf slugger Baylee Goddard sits at second against Fleming Island after stealing second 
base. 

FLEMING
ISLAND

CHOICE
MEATS

BOGO
Buy One Get One
Bacon Wrapped 
Filet Mignon 

4324 Raggedy Point Rd. • Fleming Island
(Behind Burger King - Hwy 17)

278-7002
GREAT SELECTION!

25 YEARS IN BUSINESS!

®

Clay Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Competitive rates, no - profit,
right here in your community.

Keystone • (352) 473-4917
Orange Park • (904) 272-2456

clayelectric.com
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4371 U.S. Hwy. 17, Ste. 101, Fleming Island, FL. 32003
www.fuzzrealtor.com

904-614-5256Doug Fuzzell GRI, PSA

When you’re selling your house, 
you want to get the most from 
your investment. But determining 
the most accurate price for your 
home can be confusing.
That’s why you need a REALTOR 
wwho is a Pricing Strategy 
Advisor (PSA).
Gain the confidence that your house is presented – 
and sold – at the most accurate price.

Is the price right?

‘The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel’ – 

Will the stand-up fall flat?

Rachel Brosnahan stars in 

“The Marvelous Mrs. 

Maisel,” which begins 

streaming its second 

season Wednesday 

on Amazon.

4 x 3” ad

1 x 5” ad

2 x 2” ad

2 x 2” ad

Thursday, November 29, 2018
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(904) 282-0810

4936 Ortega Blvd - Jacksonville 

$339,000

Lovely historical Ortega, all 

brick home with real wood 

fl oors, some carpet, formal 

living room with fi replace 

that goes through to the large 

family room, formal dining rm, 

spacious eat in kitchen with 

greenhouse window. Large 

master with walk in closet, upgraded master bath with dressing area. All bed-

rooms are large (one currently used as offi ce). Large laundry rm off kitchen, 

sunroom glass enclosed, huge screened porch, oversized brick paver patio. 

One car garage.
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HOOP ACTION 

Whitaker nails four threes in Panther win.
– SPORTS

Entertainment Guide–

INSERT

By Wesley LeBlanc

Staff Writer

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – A recent dis-

cussion about legal services for the Clay 

County School Board has brought to the 

surface old wounds that seemingly haven’t 

yet healed among board members. 

During the Nov. 26 agenda workshop 

with Superintendent Addison Davis in 

Green Cove Springs, school board member 

Janice Kerekes threw out the idea of re-

hiring former School Board Attorney Bruce 

Bickner, who resigned in the fall of 2013 

after being threatened with termination by 

then-Superintendent Charlie Van Zant Jr.

Last week’s discussion is the second 

on the topic since school board Attorney 

David D’Agata penned a resignation letter 

saying Dec. 21 would be his last day. Since 

the letter, the school board has worked to 

develop a plan on how to fill the legal void 

D’Agata will leave behind. 

“I’d like us to reach out to Mr. Bickner, 

who knows school board law, who was the 

school board attorney here for 14-plus 

years, who when we interviewed, had an 

application with the most experience,” 

Kerekes said. 

School board chair Carol Studdard – 

who was voted in as chairman Dec. 20 

– agreed with Kerekes and said Bickner’s 

exit was handled unfairly.

“What was done to Mr. Bickner...was 

almost inhumane,” Studdard said. “He was 

a good attorney and he did nothing wrong; 

ROUND 2

Legal counsel 

question lingers 

for School Board

SEE SCHOOL, 12

Future leaders of Keystone Heights

Meet the Keystone Heights Mayor’s Youth Advisory Council. From left, Wyatt Thomas, Karsyn Starling, Karlibeth Leitheiser, Natalie Gilstrap, 

Brylee Hawkins. See story on page 7. 

Transit program cuts service, sets new course

By Nick Blank

Staff Writer

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – The Clay County 

Council of Aging’s transportation woes are 

much clearer than they were a month ago. 

Leadership has changed, finances are in 

the open and the Council’s board has a 

plan for stability. 

The county commission and staff, 

which subsidizes funding for the Council’s 

Clay Transit program, favored cutting bus 

routes as a means of continuing to lose 

money.
County Auditor Mike Price said the 

Council’s losses totaled $238,912 in 2017 

on the public transportation lines, though 

the transportation disadvantaged side of 

funding, individual trips with no schedule 

with four times the ridership compared to 

flex line routes, had a profit of $13,220.

Council officials presented two op-

tions. The first would slash Flex Lines 

altogether to save more than $250,000, 

and the second would reduce the number 

of Flex Lines from five to two. The coun-

cil recommended reducing the Flex Lines. 

Changing the routes would require mul-

tiple public hearings, but officials said the 

change would reduce expenses by about 

$280,000 though it would lower the num-

ber of trips and services offered.

“What it would do is combine as many 

SEE TRANSIT, 10

GET OUR FREE
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER

Sign up for the Clay Today Weekly Newsletter today, 
emailed to you twice a week. You’ll get fi rst look at 

upcoming stories and breaking news from Clay County 
and the Clay Today Newspaper!

Just go to ClayTodayOnline.com and submit your email 
address at the bottom of the page to 

sign up or call 904-264-3200 and we will 
be happy to add your email for you.

(904)584-TREE(8733)

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
TREE REMOVAL & TRIMMING

STUMP GRINDING

Licensed Insured

Family Owned & Operated
FREE ESTIMATES

By Brad Burbaugh
UF/IFAS Clay County Extension Director

CLAY COUNTY – The vegetable 
planting season is upon us and gar-
dening items take center stage at lo-
cal garden centers. Seeds, transplants 
and fertilizers are some of the basic 
necessities. Most gardeners place 
tomatoes at the top of their list but 
don’t forget about the easy to grow 
chili peppers.

Early voyagers to the Ameri-
cas found many forms of peppers, 
among them the hot ones. In Spain 
the hot peppers are called chili, 
meaning from Chile, and in India 
peppers in general are called chilies. 
In the United States, certain varieties 
of the hot peppers are called chili 
peppers.

Chili peppers are hot because 
they contain a chemical compound 
called capsaicin in their walls and 
the area surrounding the seed. The 
heat of this compound is measured 
in “Scoville heat units.” For example, 
bell peppers have a rating of 0 be-
cause they have no capsaicin; jalape-
ños range from 2,500 to 10,000 units; 
and habaneros can be as high as 1 
million units. Regardless of the vari-
ety of chili pepper, hot dry weather 
increases the capsaicin concentration 
and results in peppers with more 
heat.

Recommended Varieties
Peppers are easy to grow in the 

ground or in containers. To grow 
some of the more unusual variet-
ies, order seed and grow your own 
transplants. Local nurseries typically 
have a pretty good selection of chili 
peppers. Examples of hot pepper 
varieties are Jalapeño, Cherry Bomb, 
Datil, Fish Pepper, Ghost Pepper, 
Hungarian Hot Wax, Big Chili, Nu-
mex, Ancho, Thai, Anaheim Chile, 

Clay Extension office has a hot tip:

Grow your own peppers at home
Long Cayenne and Habanero. If 
you only like a little bit of heat, you 
might consider growing the Sweet 
Datil pepper, which has mild heat 
and a smoky flavor.

Growing Tips
Peppers thrive in the heat and 

should not be planted until frosts 
are behind us. The perfect temps 
are 70-to-80-degree days and 60- 
to 70-degree nights. Temperatures 
above 90 degrees or below 60 de-
grees may cause blossom drop and/
or misshaped fruit.

When selecting a growing site, 
chose one that gets at least six to 
eight hours of sun. Peppers grow 
best when the soil pH is around 6.5. 
They also like an even supply of 
soil moisture especiallywhile fruit 
are developing. It is best to fertilize 
at planting and repeat two to three 
times throughout the season, follow-
ing label directions.

Peppers are great for containers 
and they don’t take up a lot of space. 
Plant in at least a 3-gallon container 
and use a potting soil. Many potting 
soils have slow-release fertilizers 
added, so don’t add more fertilizer 
until it’s obvious the plant needs it. 
The bag typically states how long the 
fertilizers will last.

Harvest Tips 
Harvest when peppers change 

from thin, soft fruit to thicker, firm 
fruit. Depending on the variety, in 60 
to 80 days it will be time to harvest 
your peppers. Use a pair of pruning 

Locally grown chili peppers at a farmers market

shears to harvest peppers with intact 
or nearly intact stems. This creates a 
cleaner cut and will prevent soft rots, 
which is a problem if the peppers are 
torn or have no stem.

Hot peppers can take a toll on 
your hands when harvesting or 
preparing, so make sure to wear 
gloves because the capsaicin can be 
absorbed by your skin. Wash hands 
thoroughly after harvesting or pre-
paring hot peppers or you could ex-

perience burning of the skin or eyes.
Chili peppers are a good addition 

to any garden because they can be 
grown easily, used to spice food and 
preserved if there is a bumper crop.

n
If you have any horticulture, agri-

culture, $-H or family and consumer 
science questions, contact us by email 
at clay@ifas.ufl.edu or call (904) 284-
6355.



Hughes Net Satellite Internet -
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! Get
More Data FREE Off-Peak Data.
FAST download speeds. WiFi
built in! FREE Standard Installa-
tion for lease customers! Limited

Time, Call 1-855-485-4101

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 3
months.) Reliable High Speed Fiber
Optic Technology. Stream Videos,
Music and More! Call Earthlink
Today 1-877-929-1176

Satellite Sales
& Service

Unfurnished
Apartments

Unfurnished
Apartments

DIVORCE * WILLS * EVICTIONS *
Starting at $65. 1 signature divorce
or missing spouse divorce! Serving

all Florida counties since 1992.
Free Info! 1-800-973-6698

CANADIAN PHARMACY. We can
BEAT your CO-PAY! Save up to
80%. Prescription Required. Call
Today 1-877-755-8412

Legal Service

*FOR SALE*
Harrisville 22 inch Floor Loom,

4 Harness, 6 pedals, $700
Good Shape

Lessons available
call Ms Shar
904-874-4343

Brand New Inogen One G3 or G4
Deeply Discounted. Includes Cannu-
la, Carrying Case, Home/Car Charg-
ers, Manual, & 3-Year Warranty.
Won't Last Long.
Call for Pricing at (813) 280-1867.

Antiques /
Collectibles

Water Damage. Dealing with water
damage requires immediate action.
Local professionals that respond
immediately. Nationwide and 24/7.
No mold calls. Call today!
1-800-730-6976

Health, Beauty & /
Fitness Aids

Home
Improvements

Sleep Apnea Patients - If you have
Medicare coverage, call Verus
Healthcare to qualify for CPAP
supplies for little or no cost in
minutes. FREE! Our customer care
agen ts  awa i t  you r  ca l l .
1-855-869-9623

COMPUTER ISSUES? Free Diagnosis
by Geeks On Site! Virus Removal,Data
Recovery! 24/7 Emergency Serv-
ice,In-home repair On line

solutions$20OFF. 1-855-993-4172

ANF
Reach Over 5 Million Readers with Newspaper Advertising
904.579.2154
Real Estate
Tired of Hurricanes? South Alabama 

lake houses and waterfront lots.  
Only 90 minutes from the beaches. 
Call Outlaw Realty 1-251-362-0997.

your own bandmill- Cut lumber 
1951

Advertising Networks of Florida

Computers
& Equipment

Suffering from an ADDICTION to
Alcohol, Opiates, Prescription
Pain Killers or other DRUGS?

There is hope! Call Today
to speak with someone who cares.

Call NOW 1-877-853-9715

Do you use a CPAP machine for sleep
apnea? Get your FDA approved CPAP
machine and supplies at little or no
cost!Free sleep supplement and sleep

guide included! Call 844-359-1121

SAVE ON YOUR
NEXT PRESCRIPTION!
World Health Link. Price Match
Guarantee! Prescriptions Required.
CIPA Certified
Over 1500 medication
1-844-751-4067 Call Now!

Attention all homeowners in jeop-
ardy of foreclosure! We can help
stop your home from foreclosure.
The Foreclosure Defense helpline
can help save your home. The Call is
absolutely free. 1-800-506-3363

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+?You
and Your Family May Be Entitled to
Significant Cash Award. Call
1-855-635-9214 for Information. No
Risk. No Money Out of Pocket.

MERCHANDISEMERCHANDISE

Financial
Service

Mobile Help, America's Premier Mo-
bile Medical Alert System. Whether
You?re Home or Away. For Safety and
Peace of Mind. No Long Term
Contracts! Free Brochure! Call Today!
1-866-632-3411

Stay in your home longer with an
American Standard Walk-In Bathtub.
Receive up to $1500 off, including a
free toilet, and a lifetime warranty on
the tub and installation: Call us at
1-855-501-2042

DIREC TV CHOICE All-Included
Package. Over 185 Channels! ONLY
$45/month (for 24 mos.) Call Now
-Get NFL Sunday Ticket FREE! CALL
1-877-808-9508 Ask Us How To
Bundle & Save!

Struggling with
DRUGS or ALCOHOL?
Addicted to PILLS? Talk to someone
who cares. Call The Addiction Hope
& Help Line for a free assessment.
1-866-786-9980

Call Empire Today!
to schedule a FREE
in-home estimate on
Carpeting & Flooring.
Call Today
1-800-214-0166

Get Your Medical Marijuana Card.
Call today to qualify. ST. Augustine
9 0 4 - 2 9 9 - 5 3 0 0 .  G a i n e s v i l l e
352-306-0220.Orlando 407-755-1022,
321-247-7667 Tampa 813-756-0091

FT. Myers 239-236-5311.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and mobi-
lity with the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Inogen
One. Free information kit!
Call 855-397-7056

Carpet
Cleaning

DIRECTV NOW.
No Satellite Needed. $40/month. 65
Channels. Stream Breaking News,
Live Events, Sports & On Demand

Titles. No Annual Contract
No commitment

Call 1-833-383-8739

Medical-Grade HEARING AIDS
for LESS THAN $200! FDA-
Registered. Crisp, clear sound,
state of-the-art features & no
audiologist needed. Try it RISK

FREE for 45 Days!
CALL 1-855-504-5893

Medicare doesn't cover all of your
medical expenses. A Medicare Sup-
plemental Plan can help cover costs
that Medicare does not. Get a free
quote today by calling now. "Hours:
24/7. 1-800-866-3027

FDA-RegisteredHearing Aids. 100%
Risk-Free! 45-Day Home Trial. Com-
fort Fit. Crisp ClearSound. If youde-
cide to keep it,
PAY ONLY $299 per aid.
FREE Shipping
Call Hearing Help Express
1- 877-442-6921

AVON
Earn Extra $$. Sell online or in
person from home or work. Free
website included. No inventory re-
quired. For more info,
Call: 855-499-6549

Health Service/
Medical

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+?You
and Your Family May Be Entitled to
Significant Cash Award. Call
1-855-635-9214 for Information. No
Risk. No Money Out of Pocket.

Business
Opportunities

Financial Benefits for those facing
serious illness. You may qualify for a
Living Benefit Loan today (up to 50
percent of your Life Insurance Policy
Death Benefit.) Free Information.
CALL 1-844-686-5742

Spectrum Triple Play TV, Internet &
Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second
speed. No contract or commitment.
More Channels. Faster Internet. Un-

limited Voice. 1-877-279-4652

Spectrum Triple Play TV, Internet &
Voice for $29.99 ea. 60 MB per second
speed. No contract or commitment.
More Channels. Faster Internet. Un-

limited Voice. 1-877-279-4652 (m)

DENTAL INSURANCE. Call Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company for
details. NOT just a discount plan,
REAL coverage for 350 procedures.
855-404-2263 or http://www.dental
50plus.com/cpf Ad# 6118

OXYGEN
Anytime. Anywhere. No tanks to refill.
No deliveries. Only 2.8 pounds!
FAA approved!
FREE info kit.
Call 1-888-572-4944

Financial
Service

Health Service/
Medical

BUSINESSBUSINESS
SERVICESSERVICES

Medical SuppliesSatellite Sales
& Service

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

Monday
12:00 p.m.

TO REACH 
OUR OFFICE 

CALL:
579-2154

Visit us at:
3513 U.S. Hwy. 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003

MESSAGE TO ADVERTISERS:
All ads are non-refundable. 
Please check your ad copy 
the first week of publication. 
We will only apply credit for 
the first run and credits are 
subject to approval by the 
Publisher. If ad is cancelled 
prior to the first insertion, 
cancellation must be made 
by the classified deadline of 
Monday by 12p.m. Ads must 
comply with Federal, State 
or local laws. We are not re-
sponsible for ad content. Ads 
are subject to approval by 
the pulisher.

PRIVATE
PARTY

Starting At

$1450/WK
NON-REFUNDABLE

Call 579-2154

GARAGE 
SALE

Starting At

$2100
Both Clay Today & Clay County 

Leader & online now!

AUTOMOTIVE 
NETWORK

4 Lines - 3 Weeks
Starting At

$2995 218,000
readers in
Clay, Duval
& St. Johns 
Counties

Must mention the special
Clay Today price!

COMPLETE
MARKET

COVERAGE...
from ,000 readers in

Orange Park, Keystone Heights, 
Middleburg, Green Cove 

Springs, Fleming Island and 
Penney Farms! It’s easy,
convenient and it works.

CALL TODAY 579-2154

All Line Ads are 4 Lines, 20 to 25
Characters Per Line.

*Additional Lines May Be Purchased.
*All Rates Are NET.

Private Party Line
Rates:

$1 .  1 wk, $2  2 wks,
$3 .  3 wks, $  4 wks

(Couches, T.V’s, Beds,
Household Items, Etc.

Commercial Line
Rates:

$2  1 wk, $4  2 wks,
$  3 wks, $7  4 wks

(Cars, Renting or Selling Real
Estate or Advertise Your

Business or Service)

Employment
Spotlight:
(2” Minimum)

1 Week: $  Per Inch

Garage Sale
1 Week: $

Business
& Svc. Directory:
1.5” x 2” $ /4 Weeks
1.5” x 3” $ /4 Weeks

RATE GUIDE FOR:

claytodayonline.com

Serving Orange Park, Fleming Island, 
Green Cove Springs, Penney Farms Middleburg

CLASSIFIEDCOUNTY
Clay
CLAYTODAYONLINE.COM CLASSIFIEDS March 28, 2019 • The Oakleaf • 21



REACH 20 MILLION HOMES NATIONWIDE WITH ONE BUY! 

To inquire about placing an ad in this section, 
call 579-2154

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! Help and 
Support our Veterans. Fast - FREE pick up. 100% 

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA approved hands 

students - Career placement assistance. CALL 

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100 Generic Pills 
-

Espanol

-

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES NEEDED at Stevens 
-

-

-

-

-

-
-

-
-

-

Speed Internet.  

Voice Remote. 

Business
Service 
Directory

4 papers, 1 price  
Rates start as low 
as$77for4 weeks

Call Martha 
904-579-2154

martha@opcfla.com

Call 904-477-4148

Handyman
Services By Carrey Allen 

FREE
ESTIMATES 

Interior
Exterior
Repair
All Home 
Repairs

Cleaning & Repairs
Serving Clay & Duval for 23 Years 

Larry Brozino 
Owner/Operator

Cell 703-8535

T odays 
Carpet Care

todayscarpet@bellsouth.net
Licensed & Insured

Mention this
 ad for FREE 

Fiber Guard!

Clay Today | Clay County Leader
 The Oakleaf | Keystone Heights Herald

904-868-7602

Sod Removal
& Installation

$475 per pallet

SOD REPLACEMENT
No fees 
upfront

Sod,Labor & Tax Included

7 Days 
a Week

Licensed and insured

CUSTOM HARDSCAPES
Patios l Driveways l Pools 

Retaining Walls lRemodeling lRepairs 

Contact Christina 
Europavers@yahoo.com

904.735.4244

 Mail or deliver entry form to the Clay Today 
office. Must be 18 to win. 
Winners will be notified. 

Win a Zoo Family 4 Pack

Name

Phone

Contracts and Corporations
cavpartners.com

Downtown Jacksonville

FREE
ESTIMATES

Installation
& Repair

35 Years  Experience

904-414-5566

STARVING 
GUTTER GUYS

CALL MARTHA AT 904-579-2154 TO PLACE YOUR CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT TODAY!
22• The Oakleaf • March 28, 2019 CLASSIFIEDS CLAYTODAYONLINE.COM



Donate A Boat

sponsored by boat angel outreach centers STOP CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN

www.boatangel.com

“2-Night Free Vacation!”

or Car Today!

800 700 BOAT--
(2628)

REQUEST YOUR FREE INFO KIT TODAY!

JUST
2.8 LBS.

Portable Oxygen For The Way 
You Want to Live
Includes Everything You Need to Regain Your 
Freedom
At just 2.8* lbs, the Inogen One G4 is the ultralight portable 
oxygen concentrator you have been waiting for. The Inogen 
One G4 is approximately half the size of the Inogen 
One G3.
Meets FAA Requirements for Travel

CALL TODAY! 1-855-893-3632

AT&T Unlimited Talk and Text. Get a
new device every year with AT&T
NEXT! Call us today 1-855-892-2388

Miscellaneous

DONATE YOUR CAR FOR BREAST
CANCER! Help United Breast Foun-
dation education, prevention, &
support programs. FAST FREE

PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE
TAX DEDUCTION 1-855-758-6966CLASSIFIEDS

YOUR SOURCE FOR A

QUICK SALE!
3513 US Highway 17

Fleming Island, FL 32003
904.579.2154

Autos For Sale

AVIATION CAREERS - Hands on
training for career opportunities in
aviation, manufacturing and more.
Financial aid for qualified students.
Job placement assistance. Call AIM
866-314-5838

TRANSPORTATIONTRANSPORTATION
Schools /

Instructional BUY IT.
SELL IT.
FIND IT.

Classifi ed ads make 
fi nding a car easy.

Classifi ed ads are 
great for fi nding 

those perfect pets.

Classifi ed ads put 
home-seekers on 

solid ground.

Classifi ed ads 
can get you 
electronics.

Classifi ed ads 
making fi nding a 
job practically no 

work at all.
No matter what it is, you can always buy it, sell it or fi nd it with 
Classifi ed ads. For information or to place an ad call 579-2154.

Book Your Flight Today on United,
Delta, American, Air France, Air
Canada. We have the best rates. Call
today to learn more 1-866-449-3539EMPLOYMENTEMPLOYMENT

A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation's
largest senior living referral service.
Contact our trusted, local experts
today! Our service is FREE/no
obligation. CALL 1-855-836-8564

**FOR SALE**
TWO CEMETERY PLOTS

IN JAX MEMORY GARDENS
MASONIC GARDEN AREA

LOT 163A 3&4
ASKING $2000 FOR BOTH

CALL 904-612-4020

Land & Lots
for Sale

INVENTORS - FREE INFORMATION
PACKAGE. Have your product idea
developed affordably by the Re-
search & Development pros and
presented to manufacturers. Call
1-844-349-8351 for a Free Idea
Starter Guide. Submit your idea for a
free consultation.

ALL ANTIQUES AND
ART WANTED
Call Us First. Jewelry, Paintings,
Silver, Porcelain, Chinese Antiques,
Jade, Sculptures, Modern Art, All
Collectibles. 1-888-443-5066

Cross Country Moving, Long
distance Moving Company, out of
state move. $799 Long Distance
Movers. Get Free quote on your
Long distance move 1-800-214-4604

A PLACE FOR MOM has helped
over a million families find senior
living. Our trusted, local advisors
help find solutions to your unique
needs at no cost to you.
1-877-505-5169

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINE

Monday
12:00 p.m.

MiscellaneousAntiques /
Collectibles REALREAL

ESTATEESTATE

Miscellaneous Miscellaneous
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© Baptist Health 2019

The decision to have surgery is never taken lightly — neither should your choice of 
where to go. 

You want the most advanced technology, highly skilled surgeons and the safest 
equipment in a comfortable setting. That’s why we’ve opened a new Surgery Center at 
Baptist Clay on Fleming Island. 

Our “smart” operating suites, with high-definition cameras and screens, enable our 
surgeons to operate with the utmost precision. And we’re able to perform everything 
from orthopedic surgeries to minimally invasive procedures right here. All of this in 
an upscale setting, with perks like private patient rooms, where you can recover in a 
spacious, quiet environment. 

The Baptist Clay Surgery Center. Ask for it by name. 

Not all surgery centers are the same. 

NOW OPEN

For more information, call
904.516.1060

1771 Baptist Clay Drive
Fleming Island, FL 32003
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